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-1TowN  Officers,  1896^97>- 


W.  DONALDSON, 


S.  D.  HOOD, 


G.  F.  AVERELL, 


Town  Clerk. 
WILLIAM  PERKINS. 


Town  Treasurer. 
W.  PITMAN  GOULD. 


Selectmen. 
B.  P.  PIKE, 


Assessors. 
J  H.  TOWNE, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 
C.  I.  TROWBRIDGE, 


GEO.  FRS.  DOW. 


J.  B.  POOR. 


G.  A.  FRAME. 


School  Committee. 

FRANCIS  A.  POOLE,  1899,  B.  P.  EDWARDS,  1899, 

GEO.  FRS.  DOW,  1898,  W.DONALDSON,  1898, 

J.  B.  POOR,  1897,  G.  F.  AVERELL,  1897. 


Road  Surveyors . 

Ward  i.    H.  M.  ANDREWS,  Ward  7.  SAM  P.  DODGE, 

2.    A.B.RICHARDSON,  "     8.  D.  A.  CONANT, 

3-    T.  w!  PEIRCE,  -     9.  E.  L.  WILDES, 

4.  W.  L.  BATCHELDER,  "    10.  J.  H.  DODGE, 

5.  W.  H.  WALSH,  "    II.  J.  P.  PERKINS, 

6.  T.  JESSIE  FULLER,    "    12.  ARCHIE  A.  TOWNE, 

Ward  13.    FOREST  W.  RUST. 
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Surveyors  of  Utmber. 
J.  H.  POTTER,  H.  H.  ROBERTS,         G.  W.  BURNHAM. 


Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark. 
JAMES  WILSON,       WILLIAM  PERKINS,      J.  H.  POTTER. 


Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 
W.  PITMAN  GOULD. 


Fire  Wards. 

BENJ.  WOODBURY,       GEO.  F.  AVERELL,       F.  W  RUST, 
C.  A.  S.  KNEELAND,        C.  F.  JORDAN. 


Forest  Fire  Wards. 
D.  A.  CONANT,  j.  a  BLAISDKLL. 


Inspector  of  Animals  and  Provisions. 
E.  L.  WILDES. 


Trustees  of  Ann  ah  Pingree  Fund. 
GEO.  F.  AVERELL,      C.  I.  TROWBRIDGE,      G.  A.  FRAME. 


Trustees  of  Public  Library. 

MRS.  E.  W.  HUTCHINGS,  1899,  B.  P.  EDWARDS.  1899. 

A.  M.  DODGE,  1898,  A.  A.  CONANT,  1898. 

JUSTIN  ALLEN,  1897,  J.  B.  POOR,  1897, 
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Constables. 

H.  W.  LAKE,  C.  A.  S.  KNRELAND. 


Town  Hall  Committee. 
C.  A.  S.  KNEELAND,     E.  E.  FERGUSON,    JOHN  L.  FISKE. 


Collector  of  Taxes. 
HENRY  W.  LAKE. 


Auditor. 
H.  G.  MERRIAM. 


Commissioners  of  Cemeteries. 

J.  PORTER  GOULD,  1897,  E.  H.  FERGUSON,  1898, 

CHARLES  CARMODY,  1899. 


Sit per  ill  ten  dent  of  Bn  rials. 
E.  H.  FERGUSON. 


Fence  Viewers. 
A.  W.  STEVENS,         '  CHAS.  PERKINS. 


Field  Drivers. 

C.  W.  FLOYD,  ELMER  P.  AVERHX, 

E.  K.  FOSTER. 


J.  H.  POTTER, 


A.  S.  LANE, 


Pound  Keeper. 
E.  T.  PHILLIPS. 


mm  GLERK'S  RE1P8RT. 


Births  recorded,  8;  males,  5;  females,  3. 
Marriage  certificates  issued,  11. 
Marriages  recorded,  12. 
Deaths  in  town,  23. 

Deaths  in  other  towns,  interment  in  Topsfield,  13. 
Number  of  Dogs  licensed,  77;  males,  73;  females,  4. 


1896. 

Feb.  24  Auther  Clinton,  son  to  Oscar  R.  and  Neilie  Curtis. 

March  21.  Myrtle  Elma,  daughter  to  Ella  Maria  Hobbs. 

April  I.  Harold,  son  to  C.  Fred  and  Annah  B.  Jordan. 

"  25.  Fanny  Louisa,  daughter  to  Thomas  and  Fanny  F.  Cass. 

July  5.  Ernest  Mathew,  son  to  Charles  H.  and  Mary  E.  Lake. 

"  13.  Wilbur  L,  son  to  Lyman  W.  and  Mary  Wildes. 

"  31.  Roger  Baxter,  son  to  John  L.  and  Bessie  L.  Fiske 

Nov.  13.  Mattie  Isabelle,  daughter  to  Frank  E.  and  Julia  A.Gould. 


1896. 


Jan. 

1 1. 

22 

u 

25. 

April 

4- 

T4. 

May 

23- 

Sept. 

6. 

7. 

Oct. 

II. 

[8. 

Nov. 

4- 

Dec. 

6. 

Charles  A.  Could  and  Ruth  A.  Wilcox,  both  of  Topsfield. 
Ralph  G.  Frame,  Topsfield,  and  Rose  M.  Libby,  Boxford. 
James  Carr,  New  York  City,  and  Stella  B.  Barnard,  Topsfield. 
Frank  E.  Gould,  Topsfield,  and  Julia  A.  Bushey,  Bradford. 
John  L.  Fiske  and  Bessie  L.  Frame,  both  of  Topsfield. 
Fred  Tosiah  Lamson,  Boston,  and  Agatine  Gowen,  Everett. 
William  H.  Herrick  and  Lizzie  A.  Adams,  both  of  Topsfield. 
James  N.  McPhee  and  Nettie  L.  Welch,  both  of  Topsfield. 
Joseph  Fuller,  Topsfield,  and  Mary  L.  Peabody,  Boxford. 
Ephriam  P.  Ferguson  and  Marguritt  J.  Copeland,  of  Topsfield. 
Michell  Manning  and  Nellia  G.  Conner,  both  of  Topsfield. 
Henry  G.  Welch,  Topsfield,  and  Maud  Brackett,  Lynn. 
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1896. 


Jan. 

3- 

Mabel  O.,  wife  of  James  Bray, 

1 0 

A 
0 

1 1 

Feb. 

9- 

Louisa,  widow  or  1 .  K.  Leacn, 

79 

2 

14 

ro. 

Alonzo  -T.  riurnnam,  louna  on  t\.  x\.  iracK., 

57 

7 

3 

27. 

baran  b.,  wire  01  .tLnob  r  uiier, 

A  c 

/ 

27 

March 

7- 

Elma  L.  Davison, 

4 

T  r 

26. 

f  x           •    1     T  T       T  '\        *           1  1 

David  H.  Dwinell, 

75 

3 

2 1 

April 

5- 

rleiana,  WIUOW  OI  r\..  o.  x  cauuuy, 

8^ 

0 

27 

28. 

Mary  ADDia,  wiaow  oi  uuuicy  v^.  jrciKiiis, 

66 

3 

5 

May 

28. 

Mary  r  .  Hills, 

2 

1 0 

June 

9- 

Margaret  K.,  wife  of  Wm.  G.  Lake, 

35 

9 

19. 

Catherine  K.  Wells, 

70 

9 

23 

29. 

Ephriam  M.  Hyson, 

6^ 
03 

0 

-76 

Aug. 

27. 

Thomas  Cass, 

79 

0 

Sept. 

22. 

Albion  F.  Averill, 

30 

0 

27. 

Louisa  Dwinell, 

72 

0 

30- 

Dudley  P  Towne, 

47 

2 

25 

Oct. 

6. 

Ruel  B.  Pray, 

58 

0 

0. 

Andrew  Gould, 

90 

9 

25 

Nov. 

19. 

Amos  T.  Fiske, 

26 

5 

3 

20. 

Olive,  widow  of  Joseph  Gould, 

86 

0 

3 

24. 

Frederick  P.  Merriam, 

71 

5 

7 

Dec. 

16. 

Maud  M.  Burton, 

22 

6 

4 

18. 

Charles  Gould, 

81 

8 

3 

1896. 


Feb. 

I. 

Lydia  A.,  widow  of  Allen  Gould, 

Salem, 

76 

0 

6 

4- 

Lucy  A.,  widow  of  Asa  Bixby, 

Salem, 

76 

r  1 

0 

April 

6. 

Edward  A,  Hood, 

Georgetown, 

50 

6 

17 

13- 

Mary  J.  Hood,  mother  of  Edward, 

Georgetown, 

71 

3 

12 

June 

8. 

Lydia  A.  Bixby, 

Haverhill, 

68 

2 

I 

8. 

Margaret  E.  Hathaway, 

Georgetown, 

44 

I 

26 

July 

15- 

George  W.  Wildes, 

Wenham, 

0 

2 

21 

Aug. 

22. 

Hazel  M.  Wilson, 

Lynn, 

I 

7 

12 

26. 

Artemus  L.  Wilson, 

Lynn, 

4 

0 

0 

Sept. 

22. 

Albert  C.  Perkins, 

Brooklyn, 

63 

0 

0 

Oct. 

TO. 

Arretta  Sykes, 

Georgetown, 

61 

8 

13 

u 

15- 

Ewin  Augustus  Perley, 

Lynn, 

0 

2 

3 

Nov. 

3- 

Charlott  Monroe, 

Danvers, 

53 

0 

0 

WILLIAM  PERKINS,  Town  Clerk, 
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ASSESSORS  REPORT. 


Number  of  polls, 

Tax  on  each  poll, 

Value  of  personal  estate. 

Value  of  buildings. 

Value  of  land, 

Total  valuation. 

Total  tax,  polls  and  overlay. 

Rate  per  $i,ooo. 

Number  of  horses. 

260 
$2.00 
$388,610.00 
$288,485.00 
$210,255.00 
$887,350.00 
$1 1,612.45 
$12.50 
261 

cows, 
"         neat  cattle, 

624 

"  swine, 

"  fouls, 

"         dwelling  houses. 

2930 
231 

acres  of  land, 
"         tax  payers, 

on  property, 
"         poll  only, 

7273 
429 

339 
90 

J.  B.  POOR, 
J.  H.  TOWNE, 
S.  D.  HOOD, 


Assessors  of  Topsfield. 


REGISTRAR'S  REPORT. 

Registered  voters,  Nov.  3,  1896,  255 

WILLIAM  PERKINS,  Toivn  Clerk. 


.A.i3ii>x-c>xi>x-±^t;lc>atx ,  ^3,SOO  OO. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 


Grace  R.  Perkins,  teaching,  eight  weeks,  $64  00 

Susie  E.  Haskell,  teaching,  twelve  weeks,  84  OO 

John  H.  Mulligan,  janitor.  Fall  and  Winter,  7  50 

Frank  Mulligan,  janitor,  four  weeks,  2  50 

I.  M.  Woodbury,  i  cord  pine  wood,  4  50 

I.  M.  Woodbury,  2  feet  oak  wood,  i  25 

Forest  T.  Benton,  sawing  and  splitting  same,  2  50 

A.  L.  Perley,  setting  glass,  i  00 


$167  25 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 


Elizabeth  D.  Peabody,  teaching,  24  weeks,  $192  00 

Chester  Foster,  janitor.  Winter  term,  5  00 

Lizzie  T.  Howe,  janitress,  3  00 

Geo.  F.  Averell,  supplies  and  labor,  2  75 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$202  75 
$370  00 
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Amount  brought  forward,  ^^^q 

CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

S.  W.  Ferguson,  teaching,  35  weeks, 
Lizzie  A.  Poor,  teaching,  43  weeks, 
Genie  C.  Fuller,  teaching,  36  weeks, 
Genie  C.  Fuller,  teaching  music,  34  weeks, 
C.  W.  Floyd,  janitor, 
C.  W.  Floyd,  labor  on  boiler, 
C.  W.  Floyd,  cutting  and  storing  wood, 

A.  B.  Richardson,  repairs  on  heater, 
E.  E.  Ferguson,  teaming  water, 

B.  A.  Orne,  painting, 
Woodbury  &  Co.,  coal, 
I.  M.  Woodbury,  i  cord  wood, 
B.  P.  Edwards,  frescoing  room, 
B.  P.  Edwards,  ink  and  postage, 
J.  B.  Poor,  paint,  oil  and  supplies  for  repairs  on 

school  house,  18  45 

A.  B.  Hills,  transportation  of  scholars,  9  00 

L.  A.  Rust,  transportation  of  scholars,  90  00 

W.  Donaldson,  transportation  of  scholars,  80  00 

S.  W.  Ferguson,  music  chart  and  stand,  15  83 


$437 

J 

387 

00 

00 

J  J 

00 

83 

^0 

4 

76 

I 

9 

91 

2 

00 

9 

46 

116 

15 

2 

75 

10 

00 

68 

S.  W.  Ferguson,  water  pail  and  paper,  33 


$1,631  82 


HIGH  SCHOOL. 

O.  D.  Case  &  Co.,  furniture,  $146  00 

Boston  &  Maine  R.  R.,  freight,  8  80 

Paine  &  Co.,  i  desk,  9  00 

J.  F.  Porter,  furniture,  25  29 

H.  H.  Roberts,  labor,  38  88 

L.  E.  Knott  Apparatus  Co.,  i  apparatus,  2  25 

L.  E.  Knott  Apparatus  Co.,  appliances,  83  37 

Roy  E.  Mooar,  teaching,  20  weeks,  400  00 

Metta  D.  Bradstreet,  teaching,  14  weeks,  126  00 


$839  59 


Amount  carried  forward,  $2,841  41 


lO 


Amount  brought  forward,  $2,841  4: 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Town  of  Danvers,  tuition,  19  pupils  at  High  School, 

one  .  half  year,  $285  oo 

Geo.  F.  Averell,  school  committee,  10  00 

Geo.  F.  Averell,  school  census,  10  00 

J.  B.  Poor,  school  committee,        ^  10  00 

J.  B.  Poor,  school  supply,  10  00 

W.  Donaldson,  school  committee,  60  00 

A.  T.  Merrill,  printing  school  reports,  19  50 

A.  T.  Merrill,  printing,  16  50 

B.  P.  Edwards,  express,  55 

G.  A.  Beals,  diplomas,  i  50 

H.  M.  Andrews,  labor  on  sidewalk,  ,  i  28 


$424  33 


SCHOOL  BOOKS  AND  SUPPLIES. 

Geo.  F.  King  &  Merrill,  $23  75 

American  Book  Company,  126  68 

Rand,  McNally  &  Co.,  52  42 

B.  P.  Edwards,  4  53 

Allyn  &  Beacon,  9  68 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co.,  6  67 

Maynard,  Merrill  &  Co.,  3  36 

Silver,  Burdett  &  Co.,  12  20 

Edward  E.  Babb  &  Co.,  57  65 

J.  L.  Hammett  &  Co.,  16  02 

Ginn  &  Co.,  i  ^ 

N.  J.  Bartlett  &  Co.,  1 7  02 

Thompson,  Brown  &  Co.,  i  60  \ 


$385'  73 


$3,651  47 


1 1 


Henry  M.  Andrews,  Surveyor,  Assignment, 
Charles  Winslow,  labor, 
Abram  Welch,  " 
Henry  M.  Andrews, 
E.  T.  Phillips, 
I.  M.  Woodbury, 
Roy  Andrews, 

I.  P.  Long,  sharpening  tools, 


$ 


GRAVEL. 


H.  M.  Andrews, 
Archie  A.  Towne, 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Towne, 


895, 


00 
5  61 
13  42 
43  67 
10  39 
9  40 
7  65 
50 


$1  32 
3  42 


$2  40 


BRIDGES  AND  CULVERTS. 


labor, 


Fred  Hodgdon, 
Abram  Welch, 
Geo,  H.  Sweeney, 

H.  M.  Andrews, 
Alvin  F.  Day, 

I.  M.  Woodbury, 
W.  B.  Taylor, 
John  J.  Watson, 
Geo.  P.  Dow, 
John  H.  Potter, 
A.  L.  Hodgdon, 
C.  A.  Lawrence,  drain  pipe. 


and  teaming  drain  pipe. 


oil  and  care. 


E.  E.  Ferguson, 
Abrarn  Welch, 
H.  M.  Andrews, 


REMOVING  SNOW. 

labor,  1895-96, 


$  85 

1  02 

2  04 

7  05 
13  45 
68  34 
48  34 
74  37 
85 

I  75 
27  19 

7  33 


$4  29 
2  95 
6  20 


$90  64 

$4  74 
$2  40 


,252  5: 


$13  44 


$363  80 
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A.  B.  Richardson,  Surveyor y  Assignment,  $8^  oo 

Horace  W.  Lake,        labor,  $3  40 

George  Curtis,               "  3  40 

I.  B.  Young,                  "  9  40 

W.  A.  Fuller,     *           "  9  40 

Fred  Hodgdon,             "  451 

Forest  W.  Rust,            "  9  40 

W.  B.  Taylor,                "  3  40 

A.  B.  Richardson,         "  9  35 

M.  Collins,  18  72 

I.  M.  Woodbury,           "  17  86 

Abram  Welch,              "  '            3  40 

C.  A.  Foster,                "  i  27 

A.  L.  Hodgdon,            "  4  08 

W.  H.  Walsh,               "  II  21 

I.  P.  Long,  sharpening  tools,  80 

BRIDGES  AND  CULVERTS. 

A.  W.  Stevens,  i  curving  stone,  $2  00 

S.  H.  Garrett,  4  8  00 

John  J.  Watson,  labor,  5  25 


labor, 


Fred  Hodgdon, 
L  M.  Woodbury, 
Alvin  F.  Day, 
Charles  Winslov^^, 
W.  B.  Taylor, 
M.  Collins, 
Forest  W.  Rust, 
Chas.  Potter, 
A.  B.  Richardson, 
Ralph  Hood,  surveying. 


CENTRAL  STREET  IMPROVEMENT. 

$5  10 
10  34 
13  60 
I  87 
8  10 
15  62 
6  II 
6  21 
6  80 
5  00 


teaming  and  rock, 


$109  60 


$15  25 


$78  75 


Amoiuit  carried  forward, 


$203  60 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $203  60 

REMOVING  SNOW,  1895-96. 

C.  H.  Leach,  ^7  35 

Chas.  A.  Tibbetts,  i  20 

Geo.  P.  Dow,  I  00 

C.  A.  Foster,  20 

W.  B.  Taylor,  i  00 

$10  75 

$  9  59 
$223  94 


C.  H.  Leach,  snow  labor,  1897,  •  $9  59 


Thomas  W.  Peirce,  Surveyor,  Assi^mnent,  $60  00. 

W.  B.  Taylor,  labor,  $40  40 

Moses  Bradstreet,  "  n  15 

Thomas  W.  Peirce,  246  65 

L.  A.  Rust,  12  57 

Alden  Peabody,  "      '  8  93 

B.  J.  Balch,  "  318 

L  M.  Woodbury,  "  9  40 

L  P.  Long,  repairing  chains,  sharpening  tools,  3  25 


$335  53 


GRAVEL. 

Moses  Bradstreet,  $  4^  4^ 

BRIDGES  AND  CULVERTS. 

J.  H.  Potter,  labor,  $  50 

Joseph  M.  Parsons,  drain  pipe,  I3  68 

H.  P.  Andrews,  express  on  same,  4  00 

  $18  18 


Amount  carried  forward,  $354  ^9 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $354  ^9 

REMOVING  SNOW. 

T.  W.  Peirce,  1895-96,  $22  80 

B.  O'Leary,  12  20 

W.  B.  Taylor,  5  80 

Geo.  F.  Averell,  14  70 

F.  H.  Towne,  "  4  20 

$59  70 
$3  15 


F.  H.  Towne,  removing  snow,        1893-94,  $3  15 


W.  L.  Batchelder,  Surveyor,  Assignment,  00. 

W.  L.  Batchelder,                  labor,  $36  72 

F.  E.  Batchelder,                     "  4  48 

C.  V.  Jackman,                        "  12  56 


BRIDGES  AND  CULVERTS. 

J.  H.  Potter,  labor  and  teaming  plank,  $2  75 


$417  04 


$53  76 


$2  75 


REMOVING  SNOW. 

W.  L.  Batchelder,  1895-96,        $12  30       $12  30 

$68  81 


15 


Will  iam  H.  Walsh,  Surveyor,  Assignment,  SSS 


00. 


Charles  H.  Lake 
Horace  W.  Lake, 
Charles  H.  Lake, 
Amos  Fuller, 
W.  H.  Walsh, 
Thomas  F.  Cass, 
George  H.  Sweeney, 
Olof  Monson, 


labor, 


1895 


$12  38 
20  74 
I  70 

1  53 
45  85 

5  76 

2  47 
4  23 


$94  66 


BRIDGES  AND  CULVERTS. 


John  J.  Watson, 
Amos  L.  Hodgdon, 


labor. 


$12  50 
8  50 


$21  00 


Horace  W.  Lake, 
Olof  Monson, 
D.  P.  Pingree, 
Joseph  P'uller, 
Amos  T.  Fuller, 
Charles  H.  Lake, 
Thomas  F.  Cass, 


REMOVING  SNOW, 

labor,  1895-96, 


$3  00 
4  20 
I  00 

1  40 

2  80 
2  30 
2  64 


$17  34 


$133  00 


i6 


T.  Jessie  Fuller,  Surveyor,  Assignment,  $6^  oo. 


J.  A.  Blaisdell, 
Charles  W.  Andrews, 
Amos  Fuller, 
Joseph  Fuller, 
D.  Parker  Pingree, 
Horace  D.  Bradstreet, 
T.  Jessie  Fuller, 
W.  A.  Fuller, 


labor. 


1895-96, 


$2  56 
7  99 


40 
46 


13  75 
I  70 

37  74 
4  10 


$77  70 


Joseph  Fuller, 
Amos  Fuller, 
T.  Jessie  Fuller, 
W.  A.  Fuller, 
D.  Parker  Pingree, 
H.  R.  Andrews, 
Joachim  Stark, 

M.  Bates, 
W.  A.  Fuller, 
J.  Stark, 
T.  Jessie  Fuller, 


REMOVING  SNOW. 

1895-96, 


1897, 


$1  40 
2  80 
2  40 
I  60 
I  20 
I  20 

1  10 

$1  50 
40 

2  00 
2  '85 


$11  70 


$6  75 
$96  15 
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Samuel  P.  Dodge,  Sui^veyor,  Assignment,  SSS  oo. 


E.  T.  Phillips, 
S.  P.  Dodge, 
Abram  Welch, 
E.  E.  Gunnison, 
Silas  Deland, 
Charles  Winslow, 
I.  M.  Woodbury, 


labor, 


$15  12 
21  41 

6  37 
5  95 
3  23 

51 
15  51 


$68  10 


E.  T.  Phil 


lips. 


GRAVEL. 


$3  72 


$3  72 


S.  P.  Dodge, 
Walter  Gould, 
G.  Milbury, 
E.  T.  Phillips, 

Sidney  M.  Phillips, 
E.  T.  Phillips, 
S.  P.  Dodge, 
Leroy  Smerage, 
Fred  Smerage, 
Melvin  Smerage, 
I.  B.  Young, 
Charles  Carmody, 


REMOVING  SNOW. 

1895-96, 


897. 


$  20 
I  80 

1  40 
35 

$1  20 

2  35 
I  20 
I  10 

4  40 

1  10 

2  75 
I  00 


$3  75 


$15  10 

$90  67 


i8 


D.  A.  Conant,  Surveyor,  Assignment,  $yo  oo. 
I.  B.  Young,  labor,  $14  10 


Charles  Carmody, 
Fred  Smerage, 
D.  A.  Conant, 
A.  W.  Conant, 
G.  E.  Hills, 
A.  B.  Hills, 
Abram  Welch, 


5  10 

14  10 

15  05 
9  67 
3  40 

6  80 
6  29 


REMOVING  SNOW. 


Albert  W.  Conant,  1895-96,  $3  00 

D.  A.  Conant,  "  3  30 

Fred  Smerage,  "  i  70 

Melvin  Smerage,  "  i  70 

Fred  McKenzie,  "  i  30 

I.  B.  Young,  "  I  70 

A.  B.  Hills,  -  3  10 

G.  E.  Hills,  310 


D.  A.  Conant,  1897,  $4  80 

Melvin  Smerage,  "  60 

Fred  Smerage,  "  2  40 

Leroy  Smerage,  "  60 

I.  B.  Young,  I  50 

B.  Mulligan,  i  30 

C.  J.  Averell,  "  8  10 
Forest  T.  Benton,  "  i  30 


$74  51 


$18  90 


$20  60 


$114  01 
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E.  L.  Wildes,  Surveyor,  Assignment,  $8^ 


o  oo. 


E.  L.  Wildes, 
J.  A.  Lamson, 
A.  H,  Davison, 


N.  M.  Foss, 


J.  H.  Potter, 


labor. 


GRAVEL. 


$56  24 
52  00 
19  20 


$5  90 


BRIDGES  AND  CULVERTS. 

labor,  $3  50 


$127  44 
$5  90 

$3  50 
$136  84 


J.  H.  Dodge,  Surveyor,  Assignmenty  $60  00. 


J.  W.  McPhee, 
Francis  Curtis, 
E.  E.  Ferguson, 
John  H.  Dodge, 
James  E.  Sleeper, 
E.  P.  Ferguson, 
W.  Donaldson, 
Roy  Andrews, 


James  E.  Sleeper, 
Mrs.  S.  P.  Towne, 


labor, 


GRAVEL. 


$4  59 
2  55 
17  67 

5  70 
I  45 
8  23 

6  13 
12  76 


$1  95 
3  78 


REMOVING   SNOW,  1895-96. 

John  H.  Dodge,  $3  60 


$59  08 

$5  73 
$3  60 


$68  41 


20 


J.  P.  Perkins,  Surveyor,  Assignment,  $6^  oo. 


Stephen  Pierce, 
D.  Bradstreet, 
Israel  A.  Perkins, 
James  E.  Sleeper, 
J.  P.  Perkins, 


Israel  A.  Perkins, 
Mrs.  S.  P.  Towne, 


Stephen  Pierce, 
Israel  Perkins, 
John  Watson, 
J.  P.  Perkins, 

Israel  Perkins, 


labor. 


GRAVEL. 


REMOVING  SNOW. 

1895-96, 


897> 


$2  72 

3  74 
10  60 

2  21 
24  86 


30 
46 


$2  60 
I  60 

1  90 

2  40 

$4  35 


$44  13 


$4  76 


$8  50 

$4  35 
$61  74 


Archie  A.  Towne,  Surveyor,  Assignment,  $6^  00. 


F.  W.  Rust,  labor,  $8  63 
Geo.  Fuller,  "  3  40 
E.  P.  Ferguson,  "  9  57 
John  Watson,  "  3  90 
John  N.  Towne,  "  4  08 
Estate  D.  P.  Towne,  "  7  87 
E.  P.  Perkins,  5  62 
A.  A.  Towne,  "  23  82 

G.  S.  Mason,  "  4  70 


Amount  carried  forward. 


$71  59 
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Amount  brought  forward, 

GRAVEL. 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Towne,  ^7  86 

BRIDGES  AND  CULVERTS. 

J.  H.  Potter,  labor  and  teaming,  ^11  50 

REMOVING  SNOW. 

E.  P.  Ferguson,  1895-96 
John  N.  Towne, 
M.  Collins, 
Estate  D.  P.  Towne, 
E.  P.  Perkins, 
G.  S.  Mason, 
Archie  A.  Towne, 


$1  00 

1  80 

2  20 
60 

77 
I  70 
7  80 


$71  59 


$7  86 


$1 1 


$15  87 
$106  82 


Forest  W.  Rust,  Siirveyor,  Assignment,  ^75  00. 


J.  W.  Dwinell, 
W.  A.  Dwinell, 
A.  P.  Peabody, 
C.  J.  Peabody, 
J.  H.  Dodge, 
F.  W.  Rust, 
W.  H.  Homan, 
L.  A.  Rust, 
A.  A.  Towne, 


Calvin  Putnam, 
Calvin  Putnam, 


labor, 


GRAVEL. 


1895 


$1 
4 
1 1 


87 
76 
28 

5  64 

2  29 

4  84 

5  44 
16  62 

3  29 


$10  10 
$4  40 


$56  03 

$10  10 
4  40 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$70  53 


Amount  brought  forward, 

REMOVING   SNOW,  1895-96. 


L.  A.  Rust,  .  $1  20 

F.  W.  Rust,  I  80 

W.  H.  Homan,  i  40 


L.  A.  Rust,  1897  $1  95 

F.  W.  Rust,  "  2  50 


HIGHWAY  MISCELLANEOUS. 


C.  J.  Peabody,  pathing  snow,  1894,  $l  27 

C.  J.  Peabody,  drawing  road  machine,  etc.,  75 
Western  Wheeled  Scraper  Co.,  casting  for 

road  machine,  4  60 

J.  H.  &  G.  P.  Frame,    hemlock  plank,  171  97 

Ames  Plow  Co.,     2  hitching  posts,  4  04 

Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Co.,  guide-boards,  2  00 

Ira  P.  Long,    repairing  road  machine  and  chains,   2  25 

J.  H.  Potter,  guards,  plank,  posts,  spikes  and  bolts,  1 1  54 

J.  H.  Potter,  labor  on  bridges,  19  00 

J.  H.  Potter,  watering  trough,  7  00 

J.  B.  Poor,  spikes  and  cement,  i  06 
Abram  Welch,  rebuilding  fence,  clearing  out 

spring,  town  pasture,  2  00 


L.  W.  Littlefield,  concreting  walk,  $62  50 

H.  M.  Andrews,        labor,  36  52 

Charles  Winslow,         "  4  93 

Abram  Welch,             "  5  36 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Towne,       gravel,  42 
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MAIN  STREET,  SPECIAL  APPROPRIATION,  $500  00. 


C.W.Floyd,  labor,  $,360 

Chas.  Carmody,  13  43 

Abram  Welch,  13  09 

Amos  L.  Hodgdon,  13  60 

C.  J.  Peabody,  '*                          23  50 

B.  P.  Pike,  •  37  60 
M.  Collins,  .  "  27  37 
T.  H.  Bradstreet,  "  37  60 
E.  P.  Ferguson,  37  50 
T.  Jessie  Fuller,  37  5o 
Geo.  P.  Dow,  12  75 
John  Watson,  13  60 
W.  A.  Fuller,  1 1  90 
L.  A.  Rust,  35  25 

C.  A.  Foster,  "  6  80 
Fred  Hodgdon,  13  60 
W.  C.  Clifford,  "  5  10 
Oscar  Curtis,  •  1 1  73 
1.  M.  Woodbury,  "  37  60 
James  McPhee,  7  57 
W.  N.  Benton,  4  00 
Stephen  Pierce,  "  1 1  90 
Ira  P.  Long,        sharpening  tools,  I  05 

C.  J.  Peabody,    stone,  16  80  » 

Alden  P.  Peabody,  "  12  60 


$457  24 
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PARK  STREET,  SPECIAL  APPROPRIATION,  $200  00. 


R.  B.  Young,                       labor,  $3  91 

I.  B.  Young,  "  15  04 

Horace  W.  Lake,  "  5  I9 

C.  W.  Floyd,  "  10  03 

Forest  T.  Benton,  "  10  45 

Wm.  Fuller.  "  15  61 

L.  A.  Rust,  "  15  28 

George  Curtis,  "  425 

C.  H.  Leach,  "  2  89 

Abram  Welch,  "  221 

A.  B.  Richardson,  1 1  22 

I.M.Woodbury,  "  32  25 

Harry  Taylor,  "  2  89 

C.  J.  Averell,  "  8  46 

Alvin  Day,  "  I4  44 

M.  Collins,              '  23  97 

W.  H.  Walsh,  "  3  06 

H.  R.  White,  "  I  53 

A.  L.  Hodgdon,  "  3  06 

T.  Jessie  Fuller,  "  3  76 

Ralph  Hood,         surveying,  12  25 


$201  75 


REPORT  OP  PIRE  WARDS. 

May  27,  1896.       Boston  &  Maine  Station.    Cause,  falling  lamp. 

Aug.  I,  1896.        Fire  at  Frank  Batchelder's.    Cause,  spark  from  chimney. 

Feb.  29,  1896.       Wm.  Herrick's  shoe  factory.    Cause,  spark  from  smoke  stack. 

C.  A.  S.  KNEELAND,  Chair. 
C.F.JORDAN,  BENJ.  WOODBURY, 

G.  F.  AVERELL,       FREMONT  PERKINS. 
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SVERSEiEiRS  QF  mii  P88R 


POOR   OUTSIDE   THE  FARM. 

Mrs.  Phipps,  board  of  Harold  Kneeland,  $5  00 

J.  P.  Bixby,  aid,  Geo.  Bixby,  52  00 

Davers  Insane  Asylum,  board,  Lewis  L.  Bixby,  80  78 

Medfield  Insane  Asylum,  "        "      "        "  75  80 

Danvers  Insane  Asylum,  "     Geo.  A.  Peabody,  169  94 

City  of  Boston,   aid,  Nellie  Fuller.  6  00 


Town  of  Norwell. 
City  of  Boston, 
John  Elliott, 
Town  of  Ipswich, 
City  of  Haverhill, 

Town  of  Rowley, 


and  medical  attendance,  9  00 

Edward  Fuller,  2  50 

and  Funeral  ex.  L3'dia  Bixby,  32  50 


rent  for  Mrs.  Linnehan, 
aid,  Mrs.  John  Dickinson, 


40  00 
I  00 
3  55 
6  35 


aid,  Jacob  Peabody, 
"  "  and  medical  attendance, 

Mrs.  Jennie  Peabody,  29  75 

"         Rowley,  aid,  LA"   (For  Prof.  Nurse 

and  other  ex.  in  contagious  disease,)  131  50 

Amos  T.  Fiske,  clothing  for  N.  M.  Foss,  9  25 

T.  L.  Jenkins,  M.  D.,  med.  attendance  N.  M.  Foss,  10  50 

u       a  u       Richard    "     19  25 

J.  A.  Blaisdell,  journey  out  of  town,  3  50 


C.  I.  Trowbridge, 


J.  B.  Poor, 
J.  B.  Poor, 
Geo.  B.  Brown, 
C.  I.  Trowbridge, 


POOR  AT 


and  postage, 
THE  FARM. 


0  66 


gram, 
groceries, 
grain, 
groceries, 

one  set  double  harness, 
teaspoons, 


$234  42 
170  24 
156  62 
139  08 
20  00 
I  50 


$699 


AmoiLfit  carried  forward, 


$721  86  $699 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $721  86      $699  83 

S.  E.  Benton  &  Co.,     i  horse,  40  00 

Wm.  M.  Peabody,       i     "  125  00 

I.  P.  Long,  blacksmithing,  19  45 

John  H.  Potter,  labor,  5  60 

T.  L.  Jenkins,  M.  D.,  med.  atten.,  M.  Chamberlain,  7  OO 
Justin  Allen,  M.  D.,     "         "  25  50 

A.  T.  Merrill,  printing  200  tramp  checks,  75 

Jonathan  Chapman,  supt.  salary  to  Ap.  I,  1896,  $350  00 


labor, 

192  40 

meat, 

114  76 

fish, 

13  24 

bread, 

6  27 

medicine, 

24  03 

coal. 

28  94 

wood. 

10  00 

clothing, 

23  76 

boots,  rubbers  and  repairs. 

8  30 

two  shoates. 

7  50 

slaughtering  swine, 

2  00 

balance  between  cow's, 

45  00 

use  hay  boat, 

3  00 

cotton  cloth. 

6  II 

repairs,  harnesses,  collars  and  halter, 

4  30 

tin  ware. 

6  20 

furniture. 

3  50 

hay, 

17  59 

white  washing, 

10  00 

Dr.  Moore, 

7  50 

miscellaneous, 

7  80 

$i>837  36 
$2,537  19 


Number  of  poor  at  Town  Farm,  6 

Present  number,  4 

Average  5 

Number  of  tramps  during  year,  400 
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EXPENSE   OF   POOR,  1896-97. 

Amount  drawn  from  Town  Treasury  d; 

Less  due  from  Gloucester,  N.  M.  Foss  $iq  ^^'^^'^ 

Less  due  from  Hamilton,  Richard  Foss,  tq  il 
Less  due  for  milk,  ' 

Less  sales  at  Town  Farm,  viz  4i  99 
Milk, 

T?  507  56 

Calves,  ^5 

ID     u  22  50 

^^"^^'•3^'  15  25 

1690 

Keepmg  Calves,  15  00 

Potatoes,  2 

  $686  96 

Net  cost  of  poor,  ^Ji^^-q  23 

EXPENSE   OF  TOWN  FARM.  " 

Amount  paid  for  poor  at  the  Farm,  $1,837  "^6 

Less  sales  from  Farm,                                     $6S6  96  '  ^ 
Less  lodging  and  feeding  400  tramps,                 100  00 

  $786  96 

Net  cost  of  Town  Farm,  $1,050  40. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  INTEREST  OF  THE  ANNAH  PINGREE  FUND 

Dr. 

To  cash  on  hand,  Feb.  8,  1895,  $60  25 

To  interest  on  fund  for  1896,  250  00 

  $310  25 


Cr. 

By  20  individuals  and  families  aided  with 

money,  $242  00 

By  balance,  cash  in  hand,  Feb.  10,  1897,  68  25 


$310  25 


Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  F.  AVERELL, 

C.I.TROWBRIDGE, 

G.  A.  FR  AME,    Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

^$140  00,  For  Yoke  of  Cattle,  received  to  late  for  insertion  in  this  report. 
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INVENTORY  OP 
PERSONAL  PROPERTY  AT  THE  TOWN  FARM, 

FEB.  1,  1897. 

r)^^~^  

Two  Horses,  $150  oo 

Eight  Cows  and  one  Heifer,  345  00 

Sixty-five  Fowls,                                  •  29  25 

Ten  tons  English  Hay,                '  180  OO 

Six    "    Run         "  60  00 

Two  and  one-half  tons  Meadow  Hay,  20  00 

"    tons  Salt  Hay,         ■  20  OO 

Two  hundred  bushels  Corn,                 /  70  00 

Meal  and  Feed,      CQcA^     i„           /  12  50 

Fifty  bushels  Potatoes,  25  00 

Two  '*  Beans,  2  10 
One  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds  Salt  Pork,    10  00 

Sixty  pounds  of  Ham  and  Pork,  6  60 

Forty      "      of  Lard,  2  80 

Fifteen    "     of  Butter,  3  75 

Sugar,  Coffee,  Tea,  etc.,  3  70 

Flour,  8  00 

One-fourth  barrel  Crackers,  60 

Thirty  gallons  Vinegar,  4  50 

Forty        "    Cider  2  40 

Nine  cords  Wood,  27  00 

Carts,  Wagons,  Tools,  etc.,  215  00 

Household  Furniture,  175  OO 

$1373  20 
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STATE  AID,  CHAP.  301,  ACTS  1889. 


E.  Perkins  Averill, 

$48  00 

Rebecca  Blaisdell, 

48  00 

Addie  A.  Clark, 

48  00 

Francis  Curtis, 

39  00 

Elizabeth  M.  Deland, 

48  00 

Elma  L.  Davison, 

4  00 

Benj.  C.  Dodd,  Jr., 

36  00 

E.  K.  Foster, 

18  00 

Enos  Fuller, 

30  00 

N.  M.  Foss, 

36  00 

Elizabeth  C.  Floyd, 

36  00 

Benjamin  Fuller, 

72  00 

Daniel  Fuller, 

18  00 

E.  Otis  Gould, 

48  00 

John  H.  Gunnison, 

64  00 

Maria  J.  Hobbs, 

24  00 

Sarah  F.  Kallock, 

32  00 

Aaron  P.  Kneeland, 

60  00 

William  H.  Munday, 

37  00 

Henry  W.  Peabody, 

6  00 

Elizabeth  W.  Perkins, 

36  00 

Erwin  T.  Phillips, 

36  00 

Ruel  B.  Pray, 

36  00 

Caroline  E.  Pray, 

12  00 

Mary  J.  Roberts, 

24  00 

James  H.  Sleeper, 

36  00 

John  Smith, 

36  00 

William  P.  Walsh, 

24  00 

Louisa  J.  Welch, 

24  00 

William  H.  Wildes, 

36  00 

Richard  Foss, 

18  00 

$1,070  00 


X, 


TOWN  HALL. 
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EXPENDITURES,   YEAR  1896-97. 

E.  O.  Gould,           janitor,  $82  95 

E.  O.  Gould,           care  of  clock,  5  00 

C.  A.  S.  Kneeland,  tuning  piano,  3  00 

John  H.  Dodge,       winding  clock,  5  00 

E.  E.  Ferguson,       kerosene,  26  59 

H.  M.  Bixby&  Co.,  shades,  33  00 

C.  A.  S.  Kneeland,   labor  on  shades,  50 

E.  C.  Blanchard,      mason  work,  105  14 

E.  H.  Young,           repairing  piano,  i  50 

Woodbur)^  &  Co.,    coal,   .  69  85 

C.  A.  S.  Kneeland,  repairs  on  clock,  50 
C.  A.  S.  Kneeland,   grates  for  furnace, 

range  and  labor,  6  40 

H.  H.  Roberts,  labor  and  material,  2  14 
J.  B.  Poor,  hardware,  lead  and  lamp  supplies,       12  50 


Total  cost  Town  Hall,  and  Clock,  $354  07 

Less  rentals,  98  00 

Net  cost  for  year  ending  Feb.  i,  1897,  $256  07 


E.  P.  Shaw,  State  Tax,  $612  50 

E.  Kendall  Jenkins,  Treasurer,  County  Tax,  791  73 

Town  of  Boxford,  Taxes,  4  03 

Town  of  Ipswich,  Taxes,  48 


$1,408  74 
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mm  0FF1GDRS. 


W.  Donaldson,  Selectman, 

B.  P.  Pike,  Selectman, 
Geo.  F.  Dow,  Selectman, 

W.  Pitman  Gould,  Treasurer, 

William  Perkins,  Town  Clerk, 

H.  W.  Lake,  Collector, 

S.  D.  Hood,  Assessor, 

J.  B.  Poor,  Assessor, 

John  H.  Towne,  Assessor, 

Geo.  F.  Dow,  Auditor, 

G.  F.  Averell,  Overseer  of  Poor, 

C.  I.  Trowbridge,  Overseer  of  Poor, 

G.  A.  Frame,  Overseer  of  Poor, 
Wm.  Perkins,  Registrar, 

W.  Donaldson,  Registrar, 
B.  P.  Pike,  Registrar, 
Geo.  F.  Dow,  Registrar, 

E.  L.  Wildes,  Inspector  cattle  and  provisions, 
E.  L.  Wildes,  Inspector  cattle, 

H.  W.  Lake,  Inspector  slaughter  houses, 
John  L.  Fiske,  Town  Hall  Committee, 
Geo.  F.  Dow,  State  Aid, 

E.  E.  Ferguson,  Town  Hall  Committee, 

B.  P.  Pike,  Board  of  Health, 

W.  Donaldson,  Board  of  Health, 
Geo.  F.  Dow,  Board  of  Health, 
John  H.  Towne,  Election  Ofhcer, 
James  Wilson,  Election  Officer, 
H.  W.  Lake,  Fire  Ward,  1895-96, 
S.  D.  Hood,  Election  Officer, 

C.  W.  Floyd,  Election  Of^^cer, 

C.  A.  S.  Kneeland,  Election  Officer, 


$30 

00 

35 

00 

30 

00 

100 

00 

25 

00 

150 

00 

35 

00 

35 

00 

35 

00 

25 

00 

10 

00 

10 

00 

10 

00 

15 

00* 

5 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

20 

70 

51 

00 

6 

20 

5 

00 

0 
8 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

3 

00 

3 

00 

5 

00 

3 

00 

3 

00 

3 

00 

$690  90 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


W.  Pitman  Gould,  stationery,  postage,  etc.,  $3  25 

A.  T.  Merrill,  printing  500  town  reports,  60  30 

A.  T.  Merrill,  printing  for  selectmen,  2  00 

A.  T.  Merrill,  placards,  town  pasture,  etc.,  5  50 
Knight  &  Thomas,  3,  No.  3  copper  extinguishers,  40  50 
Knight  &  Thomas,  2,  No.  7  nickle  extinguishers,  44  00 

B.  P.  Edwards,  Acid  for  fire  extinguishers,  3  75 
B.  P.  Pike,  Express  on  fire  extinguishers,  record 

book  and  postage,  85 

B.  P.  Pike,  journeys  and  express,  4  50 

Geo.  F.  Dow,  ledger  and  blanks,  i   1 5 

Wm.  Perkins,  1500  selectmen's  orders,  3  00 

W.  E.  W}^lie,  harness  for  fire  wards,  10  00 

E.  P.  Shaw,  one-fourth  license,  25 

W.  S.  Bell,  painting  guide-boards,  6  00 

Charles  Carmody,  labor  round  Hearse  House,  i  70 

T.  L.  Jenkins,  M.  D.,  returning  births,  i  25 

Edward  Ferguson,  returning  deaths,  14  50 

Wm.  Perkins,  returning  births  and  marriages,  13  35 

Wm.  Perkins,  printing,  journeys  and  cash  paid,  10  20 

Wm.  Perkins,  express  paid  on  books,  stationery,  7  45 

James  Wilson,  repairs  on  wheelbarrow,  i  00 

J.  B.  Poor,  rope  for  flag  staff,  i  50 

W.  Donaldson,  perambulating  Wenham  line,  2  50 

B.  P.  Pike,  perambulating  Whenham  line,  2  50 

Geo.  F.  Dow,  stationery  and  postage,  76 

Wadleigh  &  Morse,  tin  trunk  for  selectmen,  4  25 


$246  01 
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mum  AM0  G0DRT  FEES. 

H.  W.  Lake,  constable,  oo 

J.  M.  Purrington,  forest  fire,  - 

Harry  Purrington,  forest  fire,  go 

Thomas  Boylan,  forest  fire,  80 

Clifford  Boylan,  forest  fire,  80 

C.  W.  Floyd,  fire  watchman,  May  27,  2  00 

Geo.  P.  Dow,  fire  watchman,  May  27,  2  00 

C.  W.  Floyd,  special  police,  July  3-4,  4  00 

W.  H.  Kneeland,  special  police,  July  3-4,  4  00 

L.  A.  Peabody,  special  police,  July  3-4,  4  00 

E.  H.  Young,  special  police,  July  3-4,  4  00 

C,  A.  S.  Kneeland,  teams  for  forest  fire,  2  00 
C.  A.  S.  Kneeland,  fees  for  Israel  A.  Perkins  case,    3  90 

C.  A.  S.  Kneeland,  serving  dog  warrants,  10  50 

C.  A.  S.  Kneeland,  constable  and  team,  i  00 


$53  30 


J.  H.  Towne,  Admr., 

$275 

00 

J.  H.  Towne, 

50 

00 

Caroline  H.  Towne, 

25 

00 

Mary  S.  Perkins, 

85 

00 

Lucy  Herrick, 

150 

00 

Trustees  Deborah  Kimball  Fund, 

25 

00 

Danvers  Savings  Bank, 

16 

53 

Trustees  Annah  Pingree  Fund, 

250 

00 

A.  W.  Lake,  Cemetery  Fund, 

3 

23 

South  Side  Cemetery  Fund, 

2 

97 

$882  73 
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APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1897-98. 

The  following  Appropriations  are  recommended  by  the  Selectmen 
and  the  various  Boards  of  Town  Officers  having  the  expenditure  of 


money. 


$2,700 

00 

School  Books,  and  Supplies, 

^OO 

00 

Highways, 

Highways,  special  extensions. 

I  ,ooo 

00 

qoo 

00 

^iHpwpiIks 

1  \A  \^vvci,ir\.o. 

lOO 

00 

Bridges, 

2  qO 

00 

Snow, 

500 

00 

Park  Street,  grading. 

200 

00 

Overseers  of  the  Poor, 

1,700 

00 

Interest, 

875 

00 

Town  Hall, 

250 

00 

Town  Officers, 

725 

00 

Cemeteries, 

100 

00 

Town  Debt, 

500 

00 

Miscellaneous, 

300 

00 

$10,000  00 


LIST  OF  JURORS, 


Following  is  a  list  of  Jurors,  as  prepared  by  the  Selectmen,  and 
presented  to  the  Town  for  its  acceptance. 


Henry  M.  Andrews, 
J.  Albert  Blaisdell, 
Wm.  L.  Batchelder, 
Charles  G.  Cotton, 
Daniel  A.  Conant, 
Geo.  Frs.  Dow, 
W.  Pitman  Gould, 
Josiah  P.  Perkins, 


John  W.  Ray, 
Horace  Ray, 
Loring  A.  Rust, 
Frank  H.  Towne, 
John  H.  Towne, 
Hazen  R.  Wildes, 
Eugene  L.  Wildes, 
William  Welch, 

B.  P.  PIKE, 
W.  DONALDSON, 
GEO.  FRS.  DOW. 

Selectmen  of  Topsfield. 
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COMMISSIOITEIIS  OF  CEMETEHIES. 

Appropriation 

Balance  on  hand,  February  i,  1896, 
Charles  Carmody,  labor,  gg 
Edward  H,  Ferguson,  labor,  qj 
Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands,  Feb.  i,  1897,  06 

  $100  06 


WATER   SUPPLY,   PINE   GROVE   CEMETERY.  — 

Appropriation,  $100  00 

A.  B.  Richardson,  pipe,  ^^g  29 

Charles  Carmody,  labor,  g  g^ 

Alvin  F.  Day,  labor,  y  5^ 

H.  H.  Roberts,  labor  and  material  furnished,  25  00 

Balance  on  hand,  Feb.  i,  1897,  22 

  $100  00 


SOUTH   SIDE   CEMETERY  FUND. 
Dr. 

Amount  in  Treasurer's  hands,  Feb.  i,  1896,  $260  00 
Overlay  of  interest  for  1895,  5  25 

Interest  on  fund  for  1896,  13  00 


Or. 

Charles  Carmody,  labor,  $10  34 

Edward  H.  Ferguson,  labor,  4  94 

Funds  in  Treasurer's  hands,  Feb.  i,  1897,  262  97 


D.    B.   GALLOUPE   CEMETERY  FUND. 
3Dr. 

Amount  in  Treasurer's  hands,  Feb.  i,  1896,  $100  00 
Interest  on  fund,  5  00 


Ox-. 

Charles  Carmody,  labor  and  dressing,  $5  00 

Funds  in  Treasurer's  hands,  Feb.  i,  1897,  100  00 


A.   W,    LAKE   CEMETERY  FUND. 
I3r- 

Amount  in  Treasurer's  hands,  Feb.  i,  1896,  $102  23 
Interest  on  fund,  5  00 


Or. 

Edward  H.  Ferguson,  labor,  $1  77 

Funds  in  Treasurer's  hands,  Feb.  i,  1897,  105  46 


$278 


$278  25 


$105  00 


$105  00 


$107  23 


$107  23 
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SCHEDULE  OF  TOWN  PROPERTY. 


1  uwii  rrdii, 

lU,  kJ(J\J 

\JkJ 

nil  f  n  1 1"!  1  T*P> 

Ron 

no 

Ww 

Clnrlr 

^uu 

00 

^  own  r  IprW'?  Vpitilt" 

400 

00 

00 

WW 

00 

VVCl^llLh  dllCi  iVlCcibUrcb, 

T  r  0 

00 

-T  uur  ociiuui  ncjubch,  -L/diiu,  d.iiu  J/ uriiiLurt:, 

y  ,\J\JyJ 

00 

ociioui  jjooks  d.na  ouppiieb, 

'7  t" 

75 

00 

1  UWII  J/ d.rill   d.Il(J  JDUllUlIl|^b, 

4,5uu 

00 

r  CI  buiidi  jrrupciLy  d,L  i  (jwii  jrdriii. 

T    /I  T  8 
1,410 

Id 

XVCdJ.  i_^SLclLC  111  XJUXlUlLl, 

00 

ixpal    Hcl"at'<='  in   Tr^c\»7'i  n 
xvcdl  J_jOLcILC   111  XUSWlUll^ 

00 

Town  r^ommon 

A  W  VV  11                111  11 J  Wll  J 

1 ,000 

00 

Cemeteries 

800 

00 

T-?arp  T-Till  Pacffirp' 
-Udl  C  11111  idbLUrtr, 

00 

vjricivt,!  X  ILSj 

T  00 
i  WW 

00 

1 1  UCK  muuhc, 

ZL>U 

KJKJ 

V^cHlldgC,  JT^UUKb,  X-»d(J(Jcri3,  CLC, 

325 

00 

T^irp  T^psprvoir 

450 

00 

Hearse  House, 

600 

00 

Hearse, 

475 

00 

Old  Hearse  House, 

15 

00 

Road  Machine, 

200 

00 

Snow  Ploughs, 

20 

00 

Town  Pump, 

20 

00 

Town  Library  Funds, 

9,644  97 

Library  and  Furniture, 

4,000 

00 

$43,768  67 


FINANCIAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  TOWN. 


ii.iiiid.li  riii^rcc  jruiiQ, 

$5,000 

00 

\-J  C  U  W 1  d  1 1   XV  llllUdllj    X  UllU, 

500 

00 

South  Side  Cemetery  Fund, 

262 

97 

Galloupe  Cemetery  Fund, 

100 

00 

Lake  Cemetery  Fund, 

105 

42 

Esther  Town,  notes, 

5,500 

00 

Est.  of  Charles  Herrick,  notes. 

3,000 

00 

Mary  S.  Perkins,  notes. 

1,700 

00 

John  H.  Towne,  notes. 

1,000 

00 

Caroline  H.  Towne,  notes, 

500 

00 

$1.7668  39 


Cash  in  Town  Treasury,  $5,698  31 

Due  from  Commonwealth  State  Aid,  1,072  00 

Due  Town  of  Ipswich,  Aid,  Mrs.  Hayden,  1895,    48  00 

Due  City  of  Gloucester,  Aid,  N.  M.  Foss,  1895,      i  75 

Due  City  of  Gloucester,  Aid,  N.  M.  Foss,  1896,    19  75 

Due  Town  of  Hamilton,  Aid,  Richard  Foss,  1896,  19  25 

E.  H.  Ferguson,  error  in  bill  returning  deaths,        6  75 

Slaughter  house  license,  2  00 

Less  due  for  Milk,  '  4i  99 

 $6,909  80 

Net  Town  Debt,  March  ist,  1897,  $10,758  59 


Town  Debt,  March  1st,  1897,  $10,758  59 

Town  Debt,  March  ist,  1896,  $10,716  33 


Increase  of  Town  Debt  for  1896-7, 


$42  26 


38 


REBINDINC  RECORDS. 

Cotton  &  Gould,  Repairing  and  binding  Assessors 

List  and  Valuation  Book,  1 744- 1 809,  $28  50 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

A.  A.  Conant,  appropriation,  $75  00 

E.  O.  Gould,  janitor,  50  00 


$125  00 


ABATEMENT  OF  TAXES. 

H.  W.  Lake,  abatements,  1895,  $16  00 

Henry  W.  Lake,     "        1896,  25  94 

Error,  Trustees,  Thomas  W.  Peirce  Estate,  1896,  262  50 


304  44 


BRIDGE  APPROPRIATION,  $400  00. 

Expended,  $324  76 


MEMORIAL  COMMITTEE  APPROPRIATION,  $25  00. 

INDEX. 

Schools,  Page  8 

School  Books  and  Supplies,  "  10 

Highways,  1 1 

South  Main  Street  appropriation,  23 

Support  of  Poor,  "  25 

Police  and  Court  Fees,  33 

State  Aid,  29 

Town  Officers,  31 

Town  Hall,  "  30 

Interest,  33 

Miscellaneous,  32 

State,  County  and  Town  Taxes,  "  30 

Cemeteries,  "  35 

Public  Library,  "  42 

Abatement  of  Taxes,  38 

Total  amount  of  orders  drawn,  "41 
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REPORT  OF  TAX  COLLECTOR. 

1895. 

Dr. 

To  Tax  List  uncollected  last  report,  $9,775  13          $9,775  13 


Cr. 

By  Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer,  $9,759  13 

By  Abatements,  1600  $9,775  13 


1896. 
Dr. 

To  Tax  list,  1896,  for  collection,  $11,622  45 


Cr. 

By  Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer,  $11,266  92 
Error  in  assessment  T.  W.  Peirce,  262  50 

In  litigation  on  land  sold,  '  41  09 

By  Abatements  from  tax  list,  2J  94 

By  Taxes  to,  be  abated  May  ist,  26  00        $11,622  45 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  W.  LAKE, 

Tax  Collector. 

TopsFiELD,  Feb.  7,  1897. 


AUDITOR'S  CERTIFICATE. 

I  have  exanqiried  tl^e  flccourits  of  the  Town 
Officers  for  tine  year  eridirig  Feb.  1,  1897,  and 
fourid  therri  correct. 

HENRY  G.   MERRIflM,  Auditor. 

Feb,  17,  1897. 
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TOWN  TREASDREiR 


Dr. 

XI  E  C3  33  I  r*  T  S  . 


Cash  in  Town  Treasury,  Feb.  I5>  i897> 

3 1 

ri.enry  vv  .  i^dKC,  cuiiecLui,  loy^, 

i  U 

Henry  W.  Lake,  collector,  1896, 

I  L555 

22 

Commonwealth,  Corporation  Tax, 

279 

92 

Commonwealth,  Bank  Tax, 

230 

03 

Commonwealth,  State  Aid,  Chap.  301, 

1 ,02 1 

50 

Massachusetts  School  Fund, 

305 

30 

Essex  County,  Dog  Tax, 

127 

44 

1st,  Dist.  Court,  Fine,  Perkins  Case, 

47 

77 

Town  Hall,  Rent, 

96 

00 

J.  Chapman,  Sales,  Town  Farm, 

542 

B.  P.  Edwards,  Sixth  Class  License, 

I 

00 

Abram  Welch,  Three  Cow-rights, 

24 

Abbie  W.  Towne,  Cemetery  Fund, 

2 

97 

L  M.  Woodbury,  Oxen, 

140 

00 

From  State  Cattle  Commissioners, 

33 

95 

From  Danvers  Savings  Bank,  2  notes$500each,  1,000 

00 

Received  from  E.  C.  Hussey,  Butcher's  License,  i 

00 

Received  from  L  M.  Woodbury,  " 

'94-95,  2 

00 

W.  Pitman  Gould,  Interest  on  Deposits, 

32 

79 

Memorial  Committee,  for  Monumental  Fund,  8 

00 

Supt.  Chapman,  Town  Farm, 

63 

00 

Lake  Cemetery  Fund, 

3 

23 

Cemetery  Lots  Sold, 

15 

00 

$21,250  51 
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TOWN  TREASURER. 


Cr. 

3E»  -A.  Y  3VI  E        T  s  . 

Orders  Drawn:  — 


Schools, 

^3,265 

74 

School  Books  and  Supplies, 

73 

Highways, 

1,490 

25 

Main  Street  Appropriation, 

/I  C  7 

457 

24 

Central  Street  Improvement, 

75 

75 

Gravel, 

5 1 

55 

Park  Street  Improvement, 

20 1 

75 

Bridges, 

J^4 

Sidewalks, 

T  on 

73 

Removing  Snow, 

'?  A  A 

^4 

Overseers  of  the  Poor, 

T  n 

Town  Hall  Committee, 

'2  C  /I 

654- 

uy 

Town  Officers, 

690 

no 

Police  and  Court  Fees, 

Abatements, 

70  A 

/I  /I 
44 

Boxford  and  Ipswich  Taxes, 

4 

51 

State  Aid,  Chap.  301, 

1 ,070 

00 

State  Tax, 

612 

50 

County  Tax, 

791 

73 

Public  Library, 

125 

00 

Interest. 

882 

73 

Miscellaneous, 

246 

01 

Cemeteries, 

216 

58 

Rebinding  Town  Records, 

28 

50 

Memorial  Committee, 

25 

00 

Danvers  Savings  Bank,  Notes, 

1 ,000 

00 

 $15,552  20 

Cash  Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands,  Feb.  17,  1897,  5^698  31 

$2  1,250  51 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  TOWN  LIBRARY. 


The  records  of  the  Town  Library  for  the  past  year  sliow  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  books  issued  for  home  use,  and  a  larger 
attendance  at  the  Reading  Room.  The  interest  of  the  reading  com- 
munity in  availing  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the  Library  has 
been  correspondingly  increased.  The  establishment  of  the  High 
School  has  brought  many  more  calls  from  the  teachers  and  scholars 
to  consult  the  shelves  than  in  previous  years.  Special  privileges 
have  been  extended  to  the  High  School  in  the  use  of  the  Library. 

Children's  books  have  been  placed  in  the  Library  in  large 
numbers.  It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  Trustees  to  furnish  the  chil- 
dren with  good  reading,  and  thereby  so  direct  their  studies  that 
the}"  will  cultivate  a  taste  and  form  habits  that  will  serve  them  well 
when  they  shall  have  come  to  adult  life.  The  subject  of  children's 
reading  is  made  prominent  in  Public  Libraries  at  the  present  day. 
We  have  endeavored  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times  in  this  important 
matter. 

Valuable  additions  have  been  recently  made  to  the  reference 
department.  The  works  in  this  department  are  consulted  more  and 
more  as  the  facilities  for  so  doing  are  increased. 

The  Library  now  occupies  an  important  place  in  our  educational 
system. 


Times  open, 
Average  attendance, 
Largest  attendance. 


142 

1475 
40 
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CIiflSSIFICflTIOrl. 


Fiction, 

32.20 

General  Works, 

12.30 

Religious  (McLoud  Department), 

12.13 

Biographical, 

T  T  '20 

tlistorical. 

10.70 

Travels, 

8.00 

Magazines, 

7.68 

Agricultural, 

2.65 

Poetical, 

1.90 

Reference, 

1.08 

100.00 

ACCESSIOIMS. 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  March  ist,  1896,  6,892 
Volumes  added  by  purchase,  167 
Volumes  added  by  gift,  84 
Volumes  from  Reading  Table,  bound,  22 

Total  number  added,  273 
Missing,  2 

Net  gain,  ^7^ 
Number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  March  ist,  1897,  7,i6t, 


Number  of  pamphlets  in  Library,  March  i  st,  1 896,  764 
Number  of  pamphlets  added.  9 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  Library,  March  ist,  1897,  773 
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I^ECEIPTS. 


1897. 
Feb.  I 


11  mos. 


Balance  from  last  report, 
Int.  on  S.  A.  Merriam  legacy,  5  per  cent. 
$500  00 

Moses  Wildes  legacy,  " 
"    Daniel  Galloupe  legacy,  " 
Town  Appropriation. 
Cash  for  fines. 
Dr.  Allen,  books, 
F.  Balch,  books. 


$122  90 

45  84 
22  92 
229  17 
138  52 
75  00 
6  60 

75 
5  00 


$646  70 


ASSETS. 


Moses  Wildes  legacy,  $5,000  00 

Daniel  Galloupe  legacy,  3,022  07 

Sidney  A.  Merriam  legacy,  1,000  00 

Cash  on  Deposit,  500  00 

5  Shares  Atchison  Stock, 

Library  and  Reading  Room  Furniture, 

Books  in  Library, 
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EXPEfilDITUJ^ES. 

To  Feb.,  '97,  Damrell  &  Upham,  Books,  $208  42 

Feb.  12,  '96,  John  C.  Paige,  Insurance,  $3,600,  90  00 
Mar.  I,  to  May  i,  1896,  Mrs.  S.  C.  Haven, 

Librari«an,  34  38 
March  i,  '96,  Miss  A.  H.  Edwards,  Assistant 

Librarian,  3  months,  12  50 

Mar.  12,  '96,  H.  H.  WiUiams,  Atlas,  5  00 

May  I,  '96,  B.  P.  Edwards,  Case  for  Ref.  Books,  7  46 
May  I,  '96,  B.  P.  Edwards,  Mag.  and  Periodicals,  36  85 

May  to  Feb.  i,  '97,  Express,  4  75 

June  4,  '96,  Library  Chair,  4 

July  25,  '96,  A.  T.  Merrill,  Library  Cards,  3  00 
May  19,  Aug.  18,  '96,  E.  L.  Perley,  Binding  Books,  10  30 

Nov.  20,  '96,  F.  J.  Barnard,  Binding  Books,  22  52 

Dec.  28,  '96,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Beal,  Binding  Books,  4  00 

Jan.  2,  '97,  C.  A.  Nichols  &  Co.,  Binding  Books,  30  00 

Jan.  2,  '97,  Essex  Antiquarian  and  Reg.,  1  50 

Jan.  2,  '97,  Hammersly  &  Co.,  Books,  62 

Jan.  12,  '97,  Lippincott  &  Co.,  Book,  3  50 

Jan.  12,  '97,  F.  W.  Parsons,  5  00 

Feb.  I,  '97,  F.  Balch,  Librarian,  82  mos.,  53  12 

Balance  in  Treasury,  109  28 


$646  70 


List  of  magazines  and  periodical 

Century  Magazine, 
Harper's  Monthly, 
Scribner's  Magazine, 
Cosmopolitan  Magazine, 
New  England  Magazine, 
St.  Nicholas, 
Review  of  Reviews, 


s  on  the  reading  room  table : 

Outing  Magazine, 
McClure's  Magazine, 
Harper's  Weekly, 
Puck, 

Illustrated  London  News, 
The  Essex  Antiquarian. 
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GIFTS  TO  THE  LIBRARY,  1896. 

Kame  of  Donor.  Bound  Books.          Pamphlets  and 

Unbound  Books. 

Allen,  Dr.  Justin,               ^  i 

Bureau  of  Education,  2  I 

Commissioner  of  Education,  4 

Department  of  the  Interior,  i 

Dow,  Geo.  Frs.,  3 

Gypsy  Moth  Commission,                  '  i 

General  Court,  I 

Moody,  Hon.  W.  H.,  9 

Mass.  Inst.  Tech.,  .  i 

Mass.  Agri'tl.  College,  i 

Peabody,  Miss  Helen  E.,  6 

Sect,  of  Commonwealth,  8 

State  Library,  Mass.,  46 

Sect,  of  Agriculture,  i 

Trustees  for  Children  of  Shalam,  I 

Trustees  of  Salem  Public  Library,  3 

Town  of  Topsfield,  I 

Trustees  of  Public  Reservations,  i 

Trustees  of  Peabody  Institute,  i 


Respectfully  Submitted, 

JUSTIN  ALLEN, 

A.  A.  CONANT, 
J.  B.  POOR, 

B.  P.  EDWARDS, 
ESTHER  W.  HUTCHINGS, 
A.  M.  DODGE, 

Library  Trustees, 


Topsfield,  Feb.  i,  1897. 
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WARRANT  FOR  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING. 


■  Essex,  ss. 

To  either  of  the   Constables  of  the   Town  of  Topsfield,  in  said 
Coimty,  GREETING : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are 
directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  qualified 
to  vote  in  elections  and  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall, 
in  said  Topsfield,  on  Monday  the  first  day  of  March  next,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  followincr 
articles : 

First. — To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said  meetinc^r. 
Second. — To  choose  a  Town  Clerk  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Third. — To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the 
meeting,  and  act  thereon. 

Fourth. — To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury 

box. 

Fifth. — Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  j^ale  of  intoxicating 
Liquors  in  the  town  the  ensuing  year;  the  ballots  shall  be  "yes" 
or  "no". 

Sixth. — To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  their  Treasurer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  hire  money  to  pay  demands 
against  the  town. 

Seventh. — To  choose  all  necessary  Town  Officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Eighth. — To  raJse  and  grant  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be 
necessary  to  defray  the  Town  expenses  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
make  appropriations  of  the  same. 

Ninth. — To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
to  be  known  as  the  "Soldiers  Monument  Fund,"  and  provide  prop- 
er custodians  for  the  same,  and  pass  any  vote  or  votes  in  relation 
thereto,  agreeable  to  petition  from  Soldier's  Monument  Committee. 

Tenth. — To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
($i,ooo  oo)  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  Soldier's  Monu- 
ment the  present  year  in  this  Town,  agreeable  to  petition  of  Albert 
Lefavour  and  eight  others. 
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Eleventh. — To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  to  suppress 
the  sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  in  this  Town,  agreeable  to  petition 
of  Albert  Lefavour  and  six  others. 

Twelfth. — To  see  if  the  Town  will  Appropriate  a  sum  of 
money  for  the  observance  of  Memorial  Day. 

Thirteenth. — To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  provisions 
of  Chap.  431,  of  the  Acts  of  1888,  and  subsequent  amendments,  re- 
lating to  the  employment  of  a  Superintendent  of  Schools,  and  appro- 
priate money  therefor,  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
School  Committee. 

Fourteenth. — To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  to  pro- 
cure Street  Lights  through  our  village,  and  pass  any  votes  in  relation 
to  the  same,  agreeable  to  petition  of  Edwin  K.  Foster  and  seven 
others. 

Fifteenth. — To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of 
money  to  finish  the  grading  about  the  Hearse  House  and  complete 
the  water  supply  in  Pine  Grove  Cemetery,  agreeable  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Cemetery  Commissioners. 

Sixteenth. — To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in  regard 
to  the  case  of  Cyrus  Stone,  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

Seventeenth. — To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  its  Auditors 
to  place  in  the  printed  Annual  Town  Reports  the  Warrant  of  the 
preceding  year  and  the  action  thereon,  agreeable  to  the  petition  of 
Charles  H.  Leach  and  seven  others 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  up  at- 
tested copies  thereof,  one  at  the  Post-0^^ice,  and  one  at  each  of  the 
Public  Meeting  Houses  in  the  said  Town,  ten  days  at  least  before 
the  time  for  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant,  with  your 
doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of  meeting 
as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  sixteenth  day  of  February,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-seven. 

BAXTER  P.  PIKE, 
W.  DONALDSON, 
GEO.  FRS.  DOW. 

Selectmen  of  Topsfield. 

A  true  copy. 

Attest  : 

HENRY  W.  Lake,  Constable. 


Regillar  Meetirigs  held  on  ttie  second  and 
foUrtY]  Mondays  of  each  rnonth-  Nurnber  of 
Meetings,  Regular  and  Special,  held. to  date,  20. 


CAIiE^lDflJ?    F0$?    YEfll^  1896-97. 
HIGH  SCHOOL:- 

Fall  Term  Begins  Sept.  8,  1896,  Closes  Dec.  18,  1896. 

Winter       "  Dec.  28,  1896,  Mch.    5,  1897. 

Spring         "  Mch.  15,  1897,       "      June  2^,  1897. 

OTHER  SCHOOLS:- 

Fall  Term  Begins  Sept.  8,  1896,  Closes  D"ec.  18,  1896. 

Winter       "  Jan.    4,  1897,       "      Mch.    5,  1897. 

Spring         "  Mch.  22,  1897,       "     June  ri,  1897. 


The  past  year  has  been  an  eventful  one  in  the  school  history  of 
Topsfield.  Two  important  departures  have  been  made.  A  High 
school  has  been  established.  The  schools  of  the  North  and  South 
districts  have  been  closed. 

There  were  many  difficulties  incident  to  the  establishment  of  a 
new  school  of  high  grade.  But  the  undertaking  has  been  achieved. 
A  satisfactory  year  has  been  passed  and  the  results  are  all  that  could 
reasonably  be  expected.  The  records  show  that  many  of  the  pu- 
pils have  done  better  work  than  when  attending  school  elsewhere. 

With  the  closing  of  the  schools  in  the  outside  districts  the  chil- 
dren of  these  districts  were  enrolled  in  the  several  grades  of  the 
Centre  School.  Transportation  has  been  provided  to  and  from 
either  district.  The  advantage  of  this  procedure  has  been  twofold  ; 
a  lessening  of  expense,  and  an  increase  of  educational  privileges  to 
the  pupils  transferred  to  the  graded  school. 

It  is  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  no  change  in  the  teaching 
force  of  the  Grammar,  Intermediate  and  Primary  grades  has  been 
made  necessary.  Past  experience  has  thus  reenforced  faithfulness 
and  ability,  and  the  work  has  moved  steadily  forward. 

Instruction  in  Music  has  been  continued.  By  the  concentration 
of  schools  above  referred  to,  this  is  now  a  privilege  which  all  the 
children  enjoy. 
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Appreciating  the  difficulties  connected  with  the  former  system 
of  marking,  a  change  was  made  in  this  regard.  Instead  of  making 
the  daily,  oral  recitations  the  basis  for  determining  the  monthly 
standing,  an  examination  in  each  study  is  given  near  the  close  of 
the  month  and  an  occasional  examination  during  the  month.  Schol- 
arship is  rated  according  to  the  results  of  these  examinations.  This 
system  has  been  found  to  work  satisfactorily  and  with  more  justice 
to  the  pupils.  Monthly  Report  Cards  have  been  sent  to  parents  for 
their  perusal  and  signature. 

The  new  system  of  Vertical  Writing  has  been  introduced  in  the 
primary  grade  and  will  gradually  become  the  system  for  the  entire 
school. 

The  aim  of  the  Committee  has  been  to  keep  our  schools  up  to 
the  best  standards,  and,  in  the  exercise  of  a  wise  conservatism,  to 
adopt  such  methods  and  expedients  as  have  been  demonstrated  to 
be  in  the  line  of  progress. 

It  was  deemed  best  to  prepare  this  report  a  month  earlier  than 
has  been  the  custom  that  it  might  appear  and  be  printed  with  the 
other  Town  reports. 


STATISTICS. 


Number  of  children  in  Town  on  the  first  day  of  May, 

1896,  between  five  and  fifteen  years  of  age  131 


Teachers 

School 

Salary 

1    No.  Weeks 

No.  Enrolled 

1  No.  bet.  5-15 

1  No.  bet.  8-14 

1  No.  under  5 

1   No.  over  15 

1    No.  Visits. 

Roy  E.  Mooar 

High 

$800 

40 

33 

8' 

0 

25 

46 

Metta  I).  Bradstreet 

360 

40 

S.  W.  Ferguson 

Cent.  (iram. 

450 

36 

37 

31 

19 

0 

6 

70 

Lizzie  A.  Poore 

Cent.  int. 

324 

36 

44 

44 

40  1  0 

0 

32 

Genie  C.  Fuller 

Cent.  Prim. 
Music 

288 
72 

36 

41 

40 

21 

0 

65 

Total 

15s  1  123 

88 

I 

3^ 

213 
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Quarters  were  provided  in  the  Centre  School  Building  by  re- 
moving the  Intermediate  School  to  the  unoccupied  room  on  the 
lower  floor.  The  High  School  took  possession  of  the  room  thus  va- 
cated. A  Portion  of  the  large  ante-room  was  utilized  for  recitation 
purposes.  This  is  not  an  ideal  arrangement,  but  so  long  as  the 
number  of  scholars  does  not  exceed  forty  and  with  the  same  course 
of  study  which  has  been  pursued  this  year,  it  will  suflfice.  If,  how- 
ever. Chemistry  is  added  to  the  course  a  laboratory  will  be  neces- 
sary. And  any  considerable  increase  in  the  membership  of  the 
school,  will  over-tax  the  capacity  of  both  the  general  and  recitation 
rooms. 

After  much  correspondence  and  the  consideration  of  many 
applications  the  Committee  finally  engaged  Mr.  Roy  E.  Mooar  of 
Roxbury  Mass.,  for  Principal.  He  entered  heartily  into  the  work  of 
the  initial  year  of  Topsfield  High  School  and  has  continued  it  con- 
scientiously and  with  ability. 

Miss  Metta  D.  Bradstreet,  who  had  already  approved  herself  to 
the  people  of  the  Town  by  service  in  other  of  the  schools,  was  se- 
cured as  Assistant.    Her  work  also  has  been  well  performed. 

The  total  expense  of  the  High  School  from  Sept.  i  to  Feb.  i 
has  been  $1138  59.  For  the  remainder  of  the  year  it  will  be  much 
less  as  this  amount  includes  the  expenditure  for  furnishing  the 
rooms,  apparatus  for  teaching  Physics,  an  entire  supply  of  text 
books,  besides  many  other  incidentals  which  had  to  do  with  the 
establishment  of  the  school  and  will  not  enter  into  the  regular  yearly 
cost.  The  chief  expense,  that  of  establishing  the  school,  has  now 
been  met. 

Another  year  will  probably  see  forty  pupils  enrolled  in  the 
membership  of  this  school.  The  tuition  of  these  pupils  if  sent  out 
of  Town,  reckoned  at  $30.  per  year  for  each  pupil,  would  be. 
$1200.  If  the  expense  of  car  fare  were  added,  (and  it  should  be, 
to  ascertain  the  total  cost  of  High  School  privileges),  this  amount 
would  be  increased  to  $2000  00. 
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The  chief  need  of  the  School  at  present  is  a  larger  supply  of 
books  of  reference.  It  is  a  need  which  can  be  met  but  slowly  from 
the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee.  It  therefore  presents  a 
splendid  opportunity  for  the  munificence  of  individuals  who  are  in  • 
terested  in  the  welfare  of  the  School. 


The  Course  of  Study  as  adopted  and  amended  is  as  follows: 

No.        Latin,       No.  No. 
Classical.     Periods.  Scientific. Periods  English.  Periods. 


"]  Latin,  4. 

S  !  English,  3. 

^  f  Algebra,  4. 

^  J  History,  3. 

^  ']  Latin,  4. 

^  !  Greek,  4. 

^  f  Geometry,  3. 

g  J  Physics,  3. 


C  "1  Latin,  4. 

S  I  Greek,  4. 

^  [French,  3. 

Chemistry 


and  Botany,  3. 


Latin,  4. 

English,  3. 

Algebra,  4. 

History,  3. 

Latin,  4. 

English,  2. 

French,  3. 

Geometry,  3. 

Physics,  3. 

Latin,  4. 

English,  3. 

French,  3. 

Chemistry 

and  Botany,  3. 

Astronomy,  2. 
History  and 

Civil  Gov't.,  3. 


English,  3, 

Algebra,  4, 

History,  3, 

Book-keeping,  3, 

English,  2, 

History,  2. 

Geometry,  3 

Physics,  3, 

French,  3, 
Commercial 

Arithmetic,  2. 

English,  »3, 

French,  3. 
Chemistry 

and  Botany,  3. 
History  and 

Civil  Gov't.,  3. 

Astronomy,  2. 


Average  membership  for  first  term,  30. 

"  attendance  "  "  29-15. 
Per  cent.,  daily  attendance,  96-85. 
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^H^EPORT  of  tY]e  Principal  of  t^e  Hig^i  School 

to  the  School  Corrirriittee  of  Topsfield:— 

My  dear  Sirs  : — 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  presenting  to 
you  the  first  annual  report  of  the  Principal  of  Topsfield  High  School. 
To  but  few  men  is  it  given  to  be  the  first  in  any  new  enterprise,  to 
lay  the  foundation  upon  which  succeeding  generations  may  build. 
That  there  is  honor  in  this  position  I  am  aware,  but  the  great 
responsibility  may  in  no  way  be  forgotten.  That  which  was  but  a 
possibility  one  year  ago,  has  (now)  become  a  fact.  Our  school  has 
been  running  for  six  months  and  with  manifest  success. 

Let  me  present  to  you  a  few  facts.  The  school  has  had  many 
difficulties  to  overcome  in  these  first  few  months  of  its  existence. 
It  has  had  prejudice  to  fight,  a  name  to  make  for  itself,  diverse 
internal  elements  to  assimilate  and  blend  together.  These  things 
though  small  to  the  casual  observer,  have  much  to  do  with  the  spirit 
of  a  school,  and  how  much  depends  upon  the  spirit,  only  they  who 
have  been  behind  the  teacher's  desk  can  fully  realize.  The  hardest 
problems  presented,  have  been  those  in  connection  with  the  pupils 
who  have  attended  the  Holten  High  School  of  Danvers.  To  be 
transferred  from  a  large  school  similar  to  those  of  our  cities, 
separated  from  friends  and  teachers  to  whom  they  had  become 
accustomed,  and  placed  in  a  small  school  with  entirely  new  sur- 
roundings, was  in  itself  a  hard  thing  to  them.  It  has  been  the  plan 
of  the  school  to  make  up  for  this,  in  as  large  a  degree  as  possible 
by  more  attention  to  each  individually,  and  the  results  attained  are 
satisfactory  to  a  very  large  extent,  showing  improvement  in  capacity 
and  willingness  to  work. 
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The  course  of  study  adopted  last  summer  has  proved  satisfac- 
tory in  most  ways.  With  the  changes  which  will  go  into  effect  at 
the  beginning  of  the  Spring  term,  a  little  more  'attention  will  be 
paid  to  those  taking  the  Classical  course.  Comparing  our  school 
with  the  schools  in  towns  of  nearly  the  same  size  as  that  of  Topsfield 
it  will  be  found  that  at  least  we  are  on  an  equality  with  them. 

The  aim  of  the  school  as  I  understand  it  is  to  train  our  boys 
and  girls  to  be  upright  and  virtuous  men  and  women.  With  this 
end  in  view  I  have  sought  to  keep  before  them  the  highest  ideals  of 
life,  and  to  present  to  them  the  fundamental  moral  truths  which 
underlie  all  society.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  most  of  the 
boys  and  girls  in  the  school  are  exerting  a  powerful  influence  for 
good.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  teach  them,  they  are  invariably  courteous, 
and  are  seeking  to  make  the  most  of  the  opportunities  offered  them. 
They  are  sure  to  make  useful  men  and  women. 

Now  a  few  words  as  to  some  of  the  needs  of  the  school.  The 
reference  library  calls  for  special  attention.  Books  of  various  kinds 
are  needed  here,  and  we  trust  you  will  be  as  liberal  as  possible 
in  this  direction.  If  any  of  the  townspeople  desire  to  make  any 
gifts  to  the  school,  this  is  an  excellent  way  in  which  to  do  so.  I 
shall  be  glad  to  furnish  a  list  of  books  to  any  one  desiring  to  aid  us 
in  this  way.  We  also  need  a  compound  microscope  for  our  work 
in  Botany  this  spring,  and  a  new  copy  of  Webster's  Dictionary,  or 
what  is  better,  the  Encyclopedic  Dictionary.  If  it  were  possible 
to  supply  each  pupil  with  a  small  English  dictionary  of  some  sort, 
it  would  be  of  great  assistance  to  our  work  in  this  study.  These 
small  editions  can  be  purchased  at  very  low  prices. 

I  hope  that  every  parent  will  assist  us  in  every  possible  way. 
The  boys  and  girls  in  the  spirit  they  show  in  the  school-room,  uncon- 
sciously reflect  the  spirit  of  the  home  and  it  is  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance that  parents  should  feel  a  great  interest  in  the  success  of 
their  children.  This  will  of  itself  tend  to  improve  the  quality  of  the 
work  done,  and  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  done. 

I  cannot  close  my  report  without  greatfully  acknowledging  the 
helpful,  painstaking,  and  emminently  successful  work  of  my  faith- 
ful assistant  Miss  Metta  D.  Bradstreet.  No  one  could  work  with 
her  as  I  have,  without  being  convinced  both  of  her  ability  and  of 
her  conscientiousness.    In  this  connection  I  desire  to  express  my 
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appreciations  of  the  kindness  shown  me  by  the  School  Committee. 
They  gave  me  a  cordial  welcome  when  I  came  here,  and  they  have 
loyally  stood  by  me  and  helped  me  over  many  hard  places.  I  could 
not  wish  to  work  with  a  more  considerate  body  of  men. 

And  now  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  the  same  earnest  thought 
and  care  which  I  have  given  to  the  school  from  the  first,  shall  con- 
tinue as  long  as  I  am  with  you,  and  that  I  will  strive  to  improve  the 
school  in  every  way  in  my  power. 

Most  cordially  yours, 

Roy  E.  Mooar, 

Principal. 

Topsfield,  Feb.  12,  i8gj . 


Centre  Grammar  School, 

Mr.  S.  W.  Ferguson  was  re-elected  Principal  of  this  School  for 
the  year  1896-97  and  has  discharged  his  duties  satisfactorily  as 
heretofore.  His  methods  are  unique  but  the  results  are  good. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  he  imbues  the  pupils  with  the  spirit  of  study. 
His  efforts  in  this  line  and  in  securing  a  high  average  of  attendance 
are  worthy  of  all  praise. 

Only  a  few  changes  have  been  made  in  the  course  of  study  that 
was  outlined  last  year.  The  "Rand-McNally"  Geography  has  re- 
placed the  'Warren  Common  School"  formerly  used  as  text  book. 

The  Principal  reports  that  the  pupils  have  been  trained  in 
habits  of  self-reliance  and  perseverance.  The  emphasis  has  been 
placed  upon  understanding  the  subject-matter  of  the  daily  lessons 
rather  than  upon  ability  to  hold  a  few  facts  in  the  memory.  Com- 
positions on  various  subjects  related  to  the  studies  have  been  a 
feature  of  the  work.  Mr.  Ferguson  recommends  that  parents  visit 
the  school  more  often ;  that  they  assist  their  children  at  home ; 
that  they  keep  themselves  informed  as  to  their  progress  in  their 
studies. 
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At  the  close  of  the  Spring  Term  in  June,  fourteen  graduated 
from  the  Senior  Class,  viz : 

Pauline  Dodge,  Mary  Ellard,  Agnes  Ferguson,  Elsie  Frame, 
Mary  Mulligan,  Florence  Pierce,  Bessie  Perkins,  Mollie  Perkins, 
Loretta  Smith,  Edna  Welch,  Roy  Frame,  Thomas  Pierce,  Melvin 
Smerage,  Roy  Smerage. 

Average  Membership,  36-95. 

"        Attendance,  35-92. 
Per  cent.  Daily  Attendance,  97-20. 


This  is  the  largest  School  in  the  building.  The  majority  of 
those  transferred  from  the  North  and  South  Schools  entered  this 
grade.  It  has  again  had  the  efificient  service  of  Miss  Lizzie  A.  Poor 
as  teacher. 

The  "Rand-McNally"  Geography  has  been  introduced  here 
also,  both  the  advanced  and  primary  editions  being  used. 


Average  Membership, 

"  Attendance, 
Per  cent.  Daily  Attendance, 


39- 
37- 
94-8. 
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Centre  Primary  School. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  rooms  to  visit.  The  same 
teacher,  Miss  Genie  C.  Fuller,  continues  in  charge.  And  to  her 
peculiar  fitness  for  her  work  must  be  attributed  in  great  measure 
the  success  achieved  in  teaching  "the  young  idea  how  to  shoot." 

The  introduction  of  the  Vertical  System  of  Writing  has  already 
been  referred  to.  The  Primary  edition  of  the  Rand-McNally  Geog- 
raphy is  used  by  the  first  class.  "Old  Greek  Stories"  by  Baldwin 
and  "Great  Americans  for  Little  Americans"  by  Eggleston  have 
been  added  for  supplementary  reading. 


Average  Membership,  39-87- 
"        Attendance,  34-96. 
Per  cent.  Daily  Attendance,  87-93. 


These  Schools  were  continued  to  the  close  of  the  Spring  Term 
under  Misses  Susie  E.  Haskell  and  Elizabeth  D.  Peabody  respec- 
tively. And  with  the  opening  of  the  Fall  Term  the  scholars  were 
transferred  to  the  several  grades  of  the  Centre  School. 


The  work  in  this  department  is  very  satisfactory.  The  pupils 
of  the  Grammar  School  sing  two-part  songs  and  can  read  in  all  the 
Keys.  The  Intermediate  School  have  completed  Mason's  second 
chart.    The  Primary  school  read  in  the  Key  of  C. 


•     J.  B.  POOR, 

BENJ.  P.  EDWARDS, 
W.  DONALDSON, 
GEO.  FRS.  DOW, 
GEO.  F.  AVERELL, 
FRANCIS  A.  POOLE. 
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